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o GOVERNANCE & ADVOCACY
State1- BIHAR

Strengthening MCCD Implementation
through Policy and Oversight in Bihar:

Following the state-level MCCD Training of
Trainers held in August 2024, a comprehensive
Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) was
drafted and submitted to the Additional Chief
Secretary (ACS), Health Department, Bihar. The
SOP outlines key guidelines, including training
interns and residents through trained trainers
in all medical colleges, mandatory adoption of
MCCD Forms 4 and 4A across institutions,
monthly reporting of training to the Health
Department, and monitoring the quality and
impact of MCCD implementation. It also
includes provisions for penalties in case of non-
compliance. The ACS has verbally appreciated
the initiative and expressed intent to approve
and circulate the SOP to all government
medical colleges. A technical specialist within
the Health Department has been tasked with
reviewing the SOP for final edits, marking
significant progress in strengthening the
state’'s MCCD framework
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GOVERNANCE & ADVOCACY
State 2 - MAHARASHTRA

Strengthening MCCD Governance in
Maharashtra:

In collaboration with the State Bureau of
Health Intelligence and Vital Statistics,
Directorate of Health Services, efforts are
underway to improve the quality of MCCD and
ICD Coding in Maharashtra. USCOD has
supported the ICD Coding of MCCD forms
from 2023 at the SBHIVS, Pune. USCOD is also
working alongside SBHIVS to implement and
institutionalize a dedicated ICD Coding team
at Pune. In the meanwhile USCOD is
supporting SBHIVS in building the capacity of
each district of Maharashtra for MCCD and
ICD Coding leveraging on the district level
MCCD Cell.
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State 4 - ASSAM

Strengthening MCCD Training &
Collaboration with Directorate of Census
Operations:

USCOD collaborated with the office of the Joint
Secretary, Health and Family Welfare,
Government of Assam, to initiate & organize a
Training of Trainers (ToT) program on Medical
Certification of Cause of Death (MCCD) for the
clinicians of medical colleges & district
hospitals. Efforts are currently underway with
the Directorate of Health Services to finalize
nominations for an upcoming online MCCD
orientation, marking a significant step forward
in enhancing the state's healthcare capacity.
USCOD accompanied the team from the
Directorate of Census Operations, Assam &
joined their field supervisory team for an
observation of verbal autopsy reporting
practices in the Darrang district.

State 5 - PUNJAB

Strengthening MCCD Training Framework in
Punjab:

USCOD held advocacy meetings with the
Directorate of Medical Education and Research
(DMER), Punjab, to promote MCCD training for
medical interns, postgraduate residents, and
faculty in government and private medical
colleges. A training proposal (SOP) has been
submitted for approval. Additionally, a proposal
for a one-day Training of Trainers (ToT)
workshop on MCCD and ICD coding in district
hospitals was submitted to the Director's office,
HBCHRC New Chandigarh. The training,
planned in two batches, is tentatively
scheduled for early 2025.
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State 6- HARYANA

Advancing MCCD Training Initiatives in
Haryana:

USCOD held key advocacy meetings with the
Directorate of Medical Education and
Research (DMER) in Haryana, emphasizing
the need for MCCD training for medical
interns, postgraduate residents, and faculty in
both government and private medical
colleges. A detailed training proposal has
been submitted to the DMER for review and
approval to facilitate this initiative.
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o CAPACITY BUILDING & TRAINING

MCCD Training of Doctors & Nurses
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Maharashtra: USCOD has conducted extensive
MCCD training sessions across Maharashtra,
targeting diverse groups to strengthen capacity
in accurate cause-of-death certification. At Tata
Memorial Hospital (TMH), Mumbai, weekly
sessions trained over 200 resident doctors,
while the Advanced Centre for Treatment,
Research, and Education in Cancer (ACTREC)
trained 56 nursing staff and 14 resident doctors,
with knowledge assessments integrated into
the sessions. Regional trainings included a two-
day program for 78 participants in Pune and
Thane, 127 participants from six districts in
Nagpur, and 85 participants from eight districts
in Aurangabad, focusing on MCCD, CRVS, and
ICD coding. At Nair Hospital, a specialized
session for 16 assistant medical officers and
mortuary staff addressed form accuracy and
compliance. These efforts aim to build a skilled
workforce and ensure high-quality MCCD
practices across the state.

Initiatives are taken to implement IRIS mortality
coding software in MPMMCC, Tata Memorial
Centre Varanasi & HBCHRC, Tata Memorial
Centre Muzaffarpur in order to identify the
underlying cause of death. SOPs are getting
developed that will serve as a pilot and could be
disseminated to other institutions if successful.
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CAPACITY BUILDING & TRAINING

Uttar Pradesh: At TMC Varanasi, 30 resident
doctors have completed MCCD training, with
follow-ups ongoing to address implementation
challenges. In collaboration with the Directorate
of Census Operations, Uttar Pradesh, MCCD
training sessions were conducted for Ganesh
Shankar Vidyarthi Medical College, Kanpur, and
Motilal Nehru Medical College, Prayagraj, training
183 and 55 doctors respectively. MCCD training of
58 doctors have been completed for the Madam
Mohan Malviya Cancer Centre (MPMMCC) and
Homi Bhabha Cancer Centre (HBCH) including
the newly joined residents training is underway.

o RESEARCH

Research studies like short term impact
assessment of Medical Certificate for Cause
of Death (MCCD) Trainings in enriching the
knowledge and practices in MCCD of the
training participants were observed. Such
immediate impact of MCCD Trainings was
assessed on basis of enriching the training
participants’ knowledge and practices in
MCCD at various training centres.

At Tata Memorial Hospital, Mumbai a total of
336 participants were trained in 10 batches
in MCCD guidelines, as per their knowledge-
based assessment report, participants
outcome score was raised from 4597 Pre
training score to 5852 Post training i.e. their
average score was hiked from 13.67 to 17.26
after  training. Whereas the same
participants when assessed for their
Practices in completing MCCD forms the
Poor quality forms were observed to shrink
to 28.8% from 51.7%, after training.

In the Advanced Centre for Treatment,
Research & Education (ACTREC), Navi
Mumbai the total participants trained in
MCCD were 64, who were assessed for their
knowledge in MCCD immediately after
training, their outcome score rose from 777
to 993 i.e. their average outcome score rose
fromm 1214 to 1551, whereas the 13
participants who were trained for the
standard practices in MCCD reflected a
downfall of Poor quality of MCCD forms from
86.2% to 38.5% after the training.

Similar knowledge based assessment study
was conducted at B. Y. L. Nair Hospital for 1
participants where the outcome score rose
from 82 to 131, thus depicting the rise in their
average scores as well from 7.45 to 11.9 post
training. For Pune division of Maharashtra
state, with 18 participants trained, the poor
quality of MCCD forms were observed to
decrease from 63.3% to 43.3%, whereas their
knowledge in MCCD reflected in their
outcome score shooting from 549 to 642
making an average score rise from 13.07 to
15.28, post training.
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When similar study conducted in Nagpur
division of Maharashtra State with 86 training
participants, their outcome score depicted an
improvement from 957 to 1272 i.e. their average
score rose from 1112 to 14.79. While the 26
participants trained for standard practice in
completing MCCD forms had the fall in Poor
quality of MCCD forms from 68.5% to 45.4%
after the training

Gender Equity Study

Gender Equity Phase-lI

Building upon the findings from the Gender
Equity Part | study and addressing identified
research gaps, a collaboration initiated with
the Gender Equity Unit at Johns Hopkins
Bloomberg School of Public Health. This
partnership focuses on a research project
titled “Differential Healthcare-Seeking
Behavior with Delayed Cancer Presentation
Among Male and Female Cancer Patients.”
The study aims to systematically explore
gender-based disparities in healthcare-
seeking behaviors among men and women
presenting with cancer at advanced stages.
Its primary goal is to develop evidence-
based interventions to reduce delays
thereby improving early cancer detection
and treatment outcomes.

A Study entitled “Civil registration system
(CRVS) for death registration in Uttar
Pradesh & Bihar - A Quality assessment” has
been submitted to Get everyone in the
picture (Civil registration & Vital statistics in
Asia and the Pacific) for approval.
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® Please visit the Unit for Strengthening Cause of Death Data website for
more information on the resources provided and additional resources

https://tmcepi.gov.in/lUSCOD

Contact information of USCOD
uscodcce@gmail.com

Dr.Yagnik Vaza Dr. Sharvari Mhapankar
USCOD Country Coordinator USCOD Liaison Officer
Email ID: Email ID:
coordinator.uscod@actrec.gov.in lioison.uscod@actrec.gov.in
yagnikvaza@gmail.com sharvarismhapankar@gmail.com
Tel.No.:+91-22-2740500/5854 Tel.No.:+91-22-27405000/5854
Mobile No. : 9819561665 Mobile No. : 9819042512
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